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journal homepage: www.jfma-onl ine.comLETTER TO THE EDITORA retrospective study of endotracheal
intubation skill acquired by medical students in
the operating theaterTo the editor,
We appreciate Dr Chun-Han Lo’s interest in our paper
“Evaluation of tracheal intubation: A retrospective study of
skill acquisition by medical students in the operating the-
ater” which was published recently in the Journal of the
Formosan Medical Association.1 Dr Lo raised three issues.
The first issue regarded how the medical students’ eager-
ness affected their skill acquisition. Yes, eagerness and
motivation affect learning. However, medical students
must perform a minimum of eight endotracheal intubations
(EIs) during their rotation in our department. Ten in-
tubations could be completed without much difficulty if the
students were “eager” enough in the operating room. Some
of the students did not record their performance, which
explains why the number of intubations in certain logbooks
was less than eight. The second issue regarded the 6th-year
and 7th-year medical students receiving different clinical
experiences in performing EIs. All of the medical students
included in the study were first-timers rotating through our
department. Although some students had performed
tracheal intubation before, they required to be taught from
the very beginning, that is, how to ventilate patients
effectively by using a mask. The last issue regarded the
patients on whom the students performed the EIs. Medical
students come to our department to learn how to perform
an EI in a situation that is less hectic and more highly
prepared, so that they have enough time to learn the skills.
Students are not allowed to intubate patients with ASA
Class IV (The American Society of Anesthesiologists Physical
Status classification) or patients undergoing emergencyhttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jfma.2015.11.009
0929-6646/Copyright ª 2015, Formosan Medical Association. Published
CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-ndsurgery. It is the job of anesthesiologists to perform EIs on
the patients whose lives are threatened.
Conflicts of interest
The authors have no conflicts of interest relevant to this
article.
References
1. Chao A, Chou WH, Huang HH, Yeh YC, Lin CJ. Evaluation of
tracheal intubation: a retrospective study of skill acquisition by
medical students in the operating theater. J Formos Med Assoc
2015;114:855e9.
Anne Chao
Department of Anesthesiology, National Taiwan University
Hospital, No.7, Chung Shan S. Rd., Taipei 100, Taiwan
Chen-Jung Lin*
Department of Anesthesiology, Far Eastern Memorial
Hospital, No.21, Sec. 2, Nanya S. Rd., Banciao Dist.,
New Taipei City, 220, Taiwan
*Corresponding author. Department of Anesthesiology,
Far Eastern Memorial Hospital, Number 21, Section 2,
Nanya S Road, Banciou District, New Taipei City, Taiwan.
E-mail address: anesthesiolin@gmail.com (C.-J. Lin)
12 November 2015by Elsevier Taiwan LLC. This is an open access article under the
/4.0/).
